PRESS-RELEASE

Regional Meeting will discuss Standards of Marketing and Commercial
Quiality Control of Dried Apricots

From 16" to 18™ of May 2017, a meeting of the Regional Working Group including representatives
from Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan will take place in Khujand, Republic of Tajikistan. The
regional meeting has the goal to develop the Explanatory Brochure in accordance with the UNECE
Standard DDP-15 concerning marketing and commercial quality control of dried apricots produced in
the Fergana Valley.

Representatives of relevant state institutions, business intermediary associations, as well the private
sector - producers, processors and exporters of dried fruits of the region will participate in the
Regional Working Group.

The participants of the meeting will discuss and jointly determine the contents of the Explanatory
Brochure on dried apricots. Main goal is to agree on explanations regarding quality, maturity
requirements, classification of Fergana Valley apricot, level of admission for quality, size, and
appearance, labeling and packaging of products.

The meeting is organized by the Hilfswerk Austria International in the framework of the project
“Advanced Support Programme to Central Asian Business Intermediary Organizations — Specialized
and Integrated Services for Export-Oriented Food Processing SMEs - CANDY - IV", funded by the
program of the European Union "Central Asia - Invest IV" together with the UNDP Regional
project “Wider Europe: Aid for trade for Central Asia’ funded by the Government of Finland and
the Regional Program of GIZ “Trade Facilitation in Central Asia”.

For more information/registration for participation, please contact the following e-mails:
aslanov@hilfswerk.tj; gulsara.mamadjonova@undp.org
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International non-governmental organization Hilfswerk Austria International implements in equal
partnership with regional organizations in the Central Asia its fourth project as part of the “Central
Asia — Invest” program of the European Union.

This series of projects, which have been implemented for the last eight years by a joint team of nine
regional and international organizations, aims at Central Asia’s integration into the global economy
by developing the fruit and vegetable processing sector, as well as increasing the competitiveness and
export capacity of SMEs.
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UNDP Regional Project “Wider Europe: Aid for Trade for Central Asia” supports inclusive
growth and assist the national efforts to reduce poverty and improve people’s lives by promoting
trade and competitiveness of the country. The main objective of the project is to contribute to human
development through advancing trade, with special attention on the crosscutting themes of gender
equality, rights of the most vulnerable groups in society, and environmental sustainability, among
others. (The project implemented in Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan).

UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that can withstand crisis, and
drive and sustain the kind of growth that improves the quality of life for everyone. On the ground in
177 countries and territories, we offer global perspective and local insight to help empower lives and
build resilient nations. www.undp.org
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GIZ Programme “Trade Facilitation in Central Asia” aims at simplifying procedures and processes of
international trade in the Central Asian countries Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
The introduction of trade facilitation measures has a direct positive effect on the trading companies
by reducing the time required, but also by optimization trade processes of state regulation.

Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH (German federal
enterprise for international cooperation) is a federally owned enterprise, operating in 130 countries of
the world. GIZ supports the German Government in achieving its objectives in the field of
international cooperation for sustainable development. Besides, GIZ actively participates in the
international educational and awareness-raising work, and also helps people and societies to improve
own prospects and living conditions
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